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How to use this document

This is an easy read document, but you may still
need support to read and understand this
document. Ask someone you know 1o help you.

. Words in bold blue writing may be hard to
understand. They have been explained in a box
‘ itis in normal blue writing.

below the word. If the hard word is used again,

Where the document says we, this means
Disability Wales. For more information contact:

N disability wales

-‘onobledd cymu Phone: 029 2088 7325

E-mail: info@disabilitywales.org

This document was made into easy read by
Easy Read Wales using Photosymbols.
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The Access to Elected Office

Wales fund

Welsh Government is starting the Access to
Elected Office Fund to help disabled people
stand for election.

An election is when everyone votes for
the person they want to represent
them.

The Access to Elected Office Fund can be
used to pay for things that help disabled
people have an equal chance. For
example, special equipment and
computers.
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Welsh Government wants this fund to be
used for:

e the Senedd Cymru election in May 2021

e and the Local Government elections in
May 2022.

\‘ disabiity waies  Dis@bility Wales will manage the Access to
@ cnobledd ey Elected Office Fund. We will:

e give people advice about the fund and
how to apply.
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Who can apply for the fund?

You can apply if:

e you are eligible to be a candidate in
the 2021 Senedd Cymru election

Eligible means you have the right
to do something, and can do
something, because you meet a
list of criteria.

A candidate is a person who puts
themselves forward and asks
people to vote for them in an
election.

e you have told the public that you are
putting yourself forward as a
candidate.

For example, your political party may
write on social media that they have
chosen you as their candidate. Or you
may do an interview in a local
newspaper to say you are a
candidate.
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e you are disabled

e you are standing in an election for a
political party or as an independent.

Some candidates are members of
political parties. For example, Labour
party or Green party.

Other candidates are independent - this
means they are not part of a political

party.
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What you can use the fund for

The fund can be used to pay for things like:

transport, if you can’t use public
transport like buses and trains

screen reader software and other
computer equipment

training to use computer equipment
and other software

British Sign Language interpreters, and
information in Braille, Easy Read and
audio

personal assistance.
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The
Electoral
Commission

How to apply

You must check the Electoral Commission
website www.electoralcommission.org.uk to
find out if you are eligible to stand in the
election.

The Electoral Commission is the
organisation that makes sure elections
are fair. They check that candidates do
not spend too much on their election
campaigns.

If you are eligible to stand in the election you
should contact Disability Wales.

You must contact us as early as possible to
make sure you get the support you need in
time.

After you contact us we will arrange a time
to talk about your application. We will talk
about your support needs and give you
advice.
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https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/electoral-administrator/senedd-elections

You can keep information like receipts to
& show how much you spend on things like
% travel and other needs. This might help your

. S application.
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March If you want to stand in the 2021 Senedd
@ oimh Cymru election you should apply to this fund
ol before the 5 March 2021.

We will only accept people who apply late
for certain reasons. Like if you are taking the
place of someone who has dropped out,
and could not have applied earlier.
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How we will make our decision

We will think about what type of support you
need, and how much money you need.

We will put this information together in a
document.

AN

You will have to tell us if you agree with the
document.

We will give the document to the Decision
Making board. The document will not say
who you are.

People on the Decision Making Board will
have a different knowledge and
experiences.
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W’ They will check to make sure you are eligible

" to apply for this fund.

If we decide to give you money we will send
you:

e an award letter

e O copy of our terms and conditions.

Please sign the terms and conditions and
send it back to us.

If we decide not to support you with money
from this fund, we will write to you to tell you
why.

If you have a question you can contact us
by:

Telephone: 029 2088 7325

Email: info@disabilitywales.org
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