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Send your information to kelly.stuart@disabilitywales.org

Disability Wales round-up

DW Board Members

If you would like to find out more about being a Board Member then please email us at info@disabilitywales.org or call us on 029 2088 7325

EQUIP Cymru

EQUIP Cymru was set up by the Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) in Wales to provide an introduction to disability equality issues to GP’s and frontline staff in GP surgeries across Wales.
The EQUIP training session aims to cover the broad issues as well as run 3-4 workshops, which are facilitated by the partner organisations including Disability Wales, to try to begin to get primary care staff to understand the concepts as well as the huge amount there is to know and learn. 

The workshops focus on identifying the barriers disabled people face when accessing primary care services and how these barriers can be removed. 

Disability Wales must state that the EQUIP training is by no means a replacement for in-depth Disability Equality Training provided by many organisations of disabled people in Wales. 

Look who’s received this training so far:

Caerphilly Local Health Board (LHB)

Neath/Port Talbot LHB

Pembrokeshire LHB

Wrexham LHB

Flintshire LHB

Blaenau Gwent LHB

Who’s next?

January 2008 – Newport LHB

February 2008 - Powys LHB

February 2008 – Monmouthshire LHB

March 2008 – Rhondda Cynon Taff

For further information about EQUIP Cymru please contact Natasha Jenkins at njenkins@rcgp.org.uk tel: 02920 504038, or Dr Mark Boulter at mark.boulter1@virgin.net , tel: 01550 720159.

Best Practice Database - working to the Social Model of Disability

Disability Wales has an online database, which highlights areas of good work.  The database holds information on organisations, sections within organisations and innovative projects, which promote equality for disabled people, in line with the social model of disability.

Available at DW website: http://www.disabilitywales.org/index.html
If you have any information that should be highlighted as good practice please inform Disability Wales.

Contact: Miranda Evans (Disability Equality Officer)
E: Miranda.evans@disabilitywales.org
T: 029 20887325
DW events

Regional Networks 

Knowing me, Knowing you - Exploring Identity Through Art

A Disability Wales and Disability Arts Cymru Event featuring:

Rising Stars Theatre Group, Women’s Arts Association, Screen Ability and more…..

Come and learn how other disabled people have used the arts to find out about themselves and their identities.

Learn from each other’s experiences to explore who we are and what we share.

South/West Wales 

Monday 3rd March 2008 @ the Aberavon Beach Hotel

10.00am – 3.30pm
North/Mid Wales
Tuesday 12th March 2008 @ Conway Business Centre
10.00am – 3.30pm 

For details and booking contact Disability Wales: Tel: 02920887325 Fax: 02920888 email kelly.stuart@disabilitywales.org

Access Update 

Access Group Network meetings:

February  2008  South Wales (date and venue to be confirmed)

February 19th 2008 North Wales, Conwy Business Centre

DW Access Panel

The January meeting of the Access Panel will cover the following issues:

· DW Transport Policy: approval of general policy statement

& discussion on trains

· Update: WAG Access statements guidance and meeting with Minister

· WAG Accessible Venues Guidance project

· Public Transport Users Committee for Wales

· Regional updates

The minutes of the meeting are available on request.

2008 meetings : 25th January

                           24th April

                           24th July

                           23rd October

Consultation & engagement

Public Transport Users Committee for Wales 

This consultation deals with proposals for a single, influential body that will, for the first time, bring together the interests of everyone who uses buses, trains, community transport, taxis, ferries and aeroplanes. It is intended that the new Public Transport Users’ Committee will also represent walking and cycling where those modes form part of a wider public transport journey.

The consultation takes forward the commitment in “One Wales” to improve regional and national transport through the introduction of a National Passenger Committee for Wales. Organisations including Bus Users UK and Passenger Focus already have a presence in Wales. However, Welsh Ministers believe the lack of a single, unified body representing users of all public transport modes is a serious omission that needs to be addressed if passengers’ voices are to be heard effectively.

A Passenger Committee will be able to influence the development, implementation and delivery of transport strategies and policies, and will advise Ministers about the needs of public transport users in Wales.

Everyone interested in the provision of public transport journeys within, to and from Wales, and in public transport facilities in Wales, is invited to comment on the proposals contained in the consultation document by no later than Tuesday 5 February 2008.

http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/currentconsultation/transcurrcons/publictransport?lang=en

News

Pressure builds on Tesco to act on abuse

Asda’s decision to start fining customers who abuse accessible parking bays has cranked up pressure on the leading supermarket chain, Tesco, to follow its lead.  

Asda’s trial scheme will see parking attendants issuing £60 fines at six stores on Merseyside.  It eventually wants to roll out such enforcement to all its stores.  Asda and tesco fared badly in the Baywatch survey of Supermarket car parks, carried out by our readers and members of Mobilise and the British Polio Fellowship.

Last month’s findings showed more than 23 per cent of accessible bays in Tesco and Asda car parks were being used by vehicles without blue badges. Sainsbury’s, which performed better but still has a problem with abuse, has already announced that it hopes to move towards firm enforcement of accessible bays in all its stores.

A Tesco spokesman said it had launched several pilot projects aimed at cutting abuse and that a private firm patrolled car parks and fined abusers in about 40 out of nearly 2,000)of its stores. But he said Tesco had no plans to fine abusers at other stores.

Ashley X Doctor kills himself

The doctor at the centre of the controversial treatment given to the American girl Ashley X has committed suicide.

Dr Daniel Gunther was a paediatric specialist at the hospital in Seattle where the procedures were carried out in 2004.

He and a colleague performed a hysterectomy, removed breast tissue and began hormone treatment to permanently halt the growth of the girl when she was just six years old, at the request of her parents.  But the procedure sparked huge controversy when it became public earlier this year.

Taken from Disability Now – November 07

Community Repaint

Community Repaint provides a solution to the problem of leftover paint by providing an outlet for unwanted reusable paint while helping local communities and individuals.  They see ‘waste paint’ as a resource (as long as it’s reusable) so you do a bit for the environment and your local community by donating your paint to them.

 If you either want to donate paint or you are an organisation that is looking for paint, visit www.communityrepaint.org.uk
Or 01978 661818

Taken from Voluntary Voice December 07
  

Catch the Funding bug and sign up today!

Does your organisation worry about its financial future?  Would you like to become more financially sustainable?

Sustainable Funding Cymru’s training programme seeks to provide you with practical tools and resources to assist your organisation in working towards a more sustainable future.

· Courses include:

· An introduction to sustainable funding

· Business and strategic planning

· Grants fit for funding

Earning

Sustainable Funding Cymru is WCVA project supported by the Big Lottery Fund.  This training is offered at a subsidised rate of £10 per person per course for voluntary and community organisations operating in Wales.

Further information on dates, locations and course content can  be obtained by contacting WCVA’s Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329 or help@wcva.org.uk
Alternatively, please visit the www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk
Taken from Network Wales

What is community Legal Service Direct?

Community Legal Service Direct is a free and confidential advice service paid for by legal aid.  It’s an easy–to-use service that helps people deal with their legal problems.  We provide free legal advice, help and information, through a telephone helpline, an award winning website and a range of leaflets.

Our Helpline: 0845 345 4 345

· People who live on a low income or benefits can call 0845 345 4 345 for free independent advice about debt, education, benefits and tax credits, employment and housing problems

· Calls cost no more than 4p per minute from a BT landline but calls from mobiles  are usually more.  If a caller is worried about the cost they can ask an advisor to call them back

· Advice is available from 9 to 6.30 Monday to Friday.  If you call outside office hours, just leave a message and you will be called back. Typetalk calls welcome and Minicom 0845 609 6677 available

· The helpline has a translation Service if you would like advice in a language other than English or Welsh

· Our website: www.clsdirect.org.uk
· Find a local solicitor or advice service for a range of legal problems

· Find out if you are eligible for legal aid using our calculator

· View or print legal information leaflets(available in various languages and formats)

Taken from Community Legal service Direct leaflet

Blue Badge Scheme extended to babies (England and Wales)

Following similar changes introduced in Scotland, the blue badge disabled person’s parking scheme has been extended in England and Wales.  The Badge is now available to families with children under two who, because of their medical condition, need to travel with bulky medical equipment or to be close to a vehicle for emergency medical treatment.  

For more information visit www.opsi.gov.uk
A little piece of information that could save you pounds

For many years I have paid the ‘entry fee, to get into Wales’ - Severn Bridge.

I have been a disabled person who lives in Wales for many years now and have travelled back to London for decades.

It wasn’t until a few years ago that I was informed that as a disabled person, I should not have to pay!

After some research I found out that this was correct.  

I no longer pay to cross the bridge, It is a painless task that saves me pots of money!

For further information:

www.equipmentdirect.org.uk/index/information/transport-toll-concession
Severn Bridge/Second Severn Crossing (M4/M48) – 01454 632457

Many disabled people are not aware that they can get concessions when using toll bridges and other crossings.

Severn Bridge and Second Severn Crossing (M4/M48: North of Bristol)

Exemption for Blue Badge holders. You should show your badge at the toll booth to qualify for the exemption.

Severn River Crossing Plc

Bridge Access Road

Aust

South Gloucestershire

BS35 4BD

Tel: 01454 635000

E-mail: enquiries@severnbridge.co.uk
www.severnbridge.co.uk
Disability and Poverty

The Leonard Cheshire Disability has just published a report, ‘Disability Poverty in the UK’. The report findings reveal that disabled people in the UK are twice as likely to live in poverty as non-disabled people. For further details, see: 

http://www.lcdisability.org/?lid=6367

Joint statement on Independent Living

The National Centre for Independent Living  (NCIL) and In Control have officially launched their joint statement 'Our Goal is Independent Living' at an event held in London on 22nd November, 2007.   NCIL and In Control both recognize that people should be able to have choice and control in meeting their support needs. The joint message is that self directed support is the key to independent living. NCIL and In Control have pledged to work in partnership to achieve independent living.  To view statement see:  

http://www.ncil.org.uk/uploads/pdf/OUR%20GOAL%20IS%20INDEPENDENT%20LIVING.doc
Recasting the Future of Social Care Together: From Existence to Living

A unique mix of lead policymakers and a wide range of service users met recently  in London to discuss the future of social care and supported living in the 21st century.

The event, “Recasting the Future of Social Care Together: From Existence to Living,” organised jointly by Brunel University and the Commission for Social Care Inspection, was supported by 18 key social care organisations from the public, voluntary, private and service user sectors. 

They included the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Shaping Our Lives National User Group, and the British Association of Social Workers. 

David Behan, Director General for Social Care, Department of Health (England) emphasised the renewed priority given to social care by Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, adding that the day’s discussion would feed into Government discussions towards a new Green Paper on social care. 

“The political tide is turning round these issues,” said Mr Behan. “The current system needs to be transformed , based on individual needs, and ‘personalisation’... It is not whether to do it. It is how to do it.”

Peter Beresford OBE, Professor of Social Policy, Brunel University argued that many people’s experience of social care was “still inadequate…The supported living that can come from social care is the greatest invention of our age. It isn’t rocket science. It is much more complex and important than that,” he remarked.

“New ideas from service users themselves are transforming the potential of people who have traditionally been written off as dependent or defective. ” 

…The question is, how to do we achieve, for all, the blueprint for user-led services that we now have?” he asked. 

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Scope are currently lobbying the UK Government to ratify the first disability specific human rights convention for disabled people: The UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities.   To  support their petition see, 

http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/ratifyconvention/
A new Commissioner for Older People in Wales.

Ruth Marks was named on 7 January by Wales’ First Minister, Rhodri Morgan, as the new Commissioner for Older People in Wales.

The Commissioner – believed to be the first of its kind in the World - will be a voice for older people, in the same way that the Children’s Commissioner has been a champion for children and young people in Wales.

Like the Children’s Commissioner, the Commissioner for Older People is independent, and her role will be to ensure that the interests of older people in Wales, who are aged 60 or more, are safeguarded and promoted.

Ruth Marks, is currently Director of RNIB Cymru – a role that she has held since 2005 and prior to this was Chief Executive of Chwarae Teg.

EHRC

Equality and Human Rights Commission Helpline
The Equality and Human Rights Commission provide advice and information on promoting equality and human rights to: employers, service providers and individuals. Contact the Wales Helpline on 0845 604 8810, textphone 0845 604 8820, email waleshelpline@equalityhumanrights.com
Website:   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx
Equality and Human Rights Commission launches £10 million grants programme 

To facilitate applications, the Commission is holding a series of grants seminars. This will be the primary way in which Commission staff can advise organisations on how to pursue any application. In Wales, they are organising two seminars at the following times and venues: 
 

Cardiff, Friday 18 January, 9.30am to 12.30pm. Finishing with a buffet lunch.
Law Society
5th Floor
Capital Tower 
Greyfriars Rd
Cardiff CF10 3AG
 

Llandudno Junction, Monday 21 January, 9.30am to 12.30pm. Finishing with a buffet lunch
Conwy Business Centre
Junction Way
Llandudno Junction
LL31 9XX
 

If you would like to attend the Cardiff seminar please email Heather Dean Heather.dean@equalityhumanrights.com and please indicate any requirements you may have. Heather will confirm your attendance and send further details.
 

If you would like to attend the Conwy seminar please email Mandy Bain Mandy.bain@equalityhumanrights.com and please indicate any requirements you may have. Mandy will confirm your attendance and send further details.
 

Guidance notes for those wishing to apply for grants and the application form itself are available at http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/aboutus/grants/Pages/grantsandfunding.aspx 
 
Should you wish to receive a hard copy of the two documents please email heather.dean@equalityhumanrights.com .
Events

Equal Treatment:Closing the Gap

Improving the physical health of people with mental health problems and learning disabilities in Wales

Tuesday 19 February 2008

The All Nations Centre, Cardiff

“The future is not some place we are going to, but one we are creating” (John Schar)

The National Leadership and Innovation Agency for Healthcare (NLIAH) is joining forces with the NHS Centre for Equality and Human Rights (NHS CEHR) to celebrate the response of NHS Wales TO Equal Treatment: Closing the Gap, The Disability Rights Commission’s (DRC) Formal Investigation into physical health inequalities experienced by people with learning disabilities and/ or mental health problems.

Join us and help to create the changes that are needed to improve the physical health of these two groups.

This one day Conference is designed to:

· Showcase innovative approaches to improving service delivery and the patient experience

· Explore ways to achieve sustainable improvement in the physical health of people with mental health problems/ and or learning disabilities

· Promote the design of inclusive health promotion strategies to address different needs

Keynote Speakers

Edwina Hart, AM, MBE

Minister for Health & Social Services, Welsh Assembly Government

Jan Williams (Chair)

Chief Executive, National Leadership and Innovation Agency for Healthcare

Neil Wooding

Commissioner for Wales, Equality and Human Rights Commission

Phil Chick

Director of Mental Health, National Assembly for Wales

Funding opportunities

O2 community award programme

O2 have committed £1m towards a nationwide community improvement programme. The programme has four categories: improving the place communities’ share; helping bring people together; tackling issues and restoring pride and improving the natural environments of communities. The programme is ongoing and it is hoped that 60 awards are given out per month. Applications can be made online at www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk or phone 0800 90 20 250. 

(WCVA)

Joint Initiative Funding Scheme 

The Wales Equality and Diversity in Health and Social Care Research and Support Service (WEDHS), offers a way to improve the health and wellbeing for black and minority ethnic (BME) people in Wales through an innovative programme of research and development. WEDHS has established the Joint Initiative Funding Scheme to enable BME service users, community and organisations in Wales, to strengthen the ability of smaller voluntary and community groups to carry out activities that enhance the quality of health and social care needs of BME groups in Wales and increase their involvement in the community. These funds are available for health-related activities that focus specifically on BME service users, community groups, patients and the public in Wales. Further information is available from www.wedhs.org.uk/how%20we%20work/joint.php or contact Olivia Ambang, WEDHS Coordinator, tel 01443 483107.

Access to work scheme

· Aims to remove barriers that disabled people can face at work.

· Advisers are available to work with disabled people and their employers to find the most appropriate help for a particular circumstance.

How can it help?

· Access to work can offer assistance in a variety of ways, including:

· A communicator/interpreter at interviews

· A support worker 

· Special aids and equipment in the workplace

· Grants for travel to work (eg. help towards the cost of taxi fares)

· Adaptations to premises and equipment(eg. assistance towards the cost of making premises and equipment)

How to find out more?

· Contact your nearest Jobcentre Plus office or Jobcentre and ask to speak to a Disability Employment Adviser (DEA)

The DEA will put you in touch with your nearest Regional Access to Work Business Centre.

You can find contact details of your local office in the phone book or at www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk
Sustainable Funding Cymru is a WCVA project supported by the Big Lottery Fund
www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk
Offers advice on a range of funding options and guidance for organisations looking to develop entrepreneurial ways of generating income.

Lloyds TSB Foundation

www.lloyddstsbfoundations.org.uk
Clear step-by-step guide to the application process, a range of case studies and reports on current grants.

Home Insulation Grants

A guide for home owners, private landlords and tenants

South East Wales Energy Agency – 0800 512 012 or www.homegrants.org.uk
Why you should join Disability Wales 

· Strengthen the voice of disabled people in Wales
· Influence people in power about disability issues
· Change attitudes towards disabled people
· Remove barriers to participation in everyday life
· Ensure choice and control for all disabled people
· Bring about equality for disabled people
Our membership packages offer a range of services:

· free membership pack
· regional network events
· Membership Information Service
· monthly e-bulletin – DW News
· twice yearly journal on disability issues
· training on a range topics eg funding, developing your group, equality issues etc
· DW conferences and workshops
· Campaign Packs
· Consultation briefings
Membership of DW provides

· A unique opportunity to network with other disability organisations and allies right across Wales.
· A chance for all disabled people in Wales to have a united voice at all levels of government – local, Assembly, Westminster, Europe…
Who can join DW?

We have three types of membership:

1. Full members (includes voting rights): disability groups based in Wales

2. Associate members (no voting rights): other organisations in the public, private and voluntary sectors

3. Individual subscribers (no voting rights): disabled people (free to disabled people for your first year) and supporters

How to join

You can join on-line at www.disabilitywales.org or email us for an application form at info@disabilitywales.org
Disability Wales is the national association of disability organisations in Wales
Published by Disability Wales, Bridge House, Caerphilly Business Park,

Van Road, Caerphilly CF83 3GW 

Tel: 029 2088 7325

Fax: 029 2088 8702

Email: info@disabilitywales.org
www.disabilitywales.org
Disclaimer

The views expressed in dw e-news are not necessarily the views of Disability Wales. Disability Wales cannot be held liable for the accuracy of information sent to us by third-parties for publication nor does it constitute an endorsement by Disability Wales of any event, publication, product or services. 

If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email us at info@disabilitywales.org

Advertise your event, your jobs, your services, your products in dw e-news call 029 2088 7325 or email us at info@disabilitywales.org
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